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been as a slave or servant of the winner, if she had
lost. They say that it sometimes happens that when
men or women stake themselves, he who wins them
keeps them one or two years, and employs them in
fishing, hunting, or in minor household duties; then
he gives them their liberty. The Savages cannot
exercise severity, nor harshly exact a service from
their Countrymen.

A Huron, having played away all his wealth, staked
his hair, and having lost it, the winner cut it off close
to the scalp. I have been told that there are some
who gamble even to the little finger of the hand, and
who, having lost it, give it to be cut off, without
showing any sign of pain. I would readily believe
that a Savage of one Nation could easily cut off the
finger of a Savage of another; but I cannot persuade
myself that he exercises this cruelty towards any man
of his own country,— they respect or fear one another
too much. As for strangers, they have a great con-
tempt for them.

To conclude this subject, I can say [153] that the
Savages, although passionately fond of gambling,
show themselves superior to our Europeans. They
hardly ever evince either joy in winning or sadness in
losing, playing with most remarkable external tran-
quillity,—as honorably as possible, never cheating
one another. I do not know whether I have men-
tioned a custom the Savages have, of resuscitating or
bringing to life again their departed friends, espe-
cially if they were men of influence among them.
They transfer the name of the dead to some other
man, and lo, the dead is raised to life, and the grief
of the relatives is all past. Observe that the name
is given in a great assembly or feast; a present is



